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You must answer five questions in all, one question from each section and one other question.

Section A
1 Explain how the Prophet Muhammad’s early proclamations presented a challenge to the beliefs of
the people of Mecca. [20]
2 (a) Outline the relations in Medina between the Muslims and

(i) the ‘hypocrites’ (munafiqun)

(ii) the Jewish tribes. [12]

(b) Explain the importance of the people of Medina in the early years of Islam. [8]

3 (a) Explain why Abu Bakr thought it necessary to resist the false prophets who rose up in his
time. [10]

(b) Describe the main ways in which ‘Umar established the foundations of the Islamic state. [10]

Section B

4 (a) Outline the main stages of the collection of the Quran under the caliphs Abu Bakr and
‘Uthman. [12]

(b) Explain why the early Muslims thought they should make a written copy of the Quran. [8]

5 (a) Outline the main themes of Surah al-Fatihah. [10]
(b) How far do these themes sum up the main teachings of the Quran? [10]
6 Explain the importance of the Qur'an in the beliefs and practices of Muslims today. [20]
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Section C
7 Explain how practising any two of the Five Pillars of Islam is intended to remove inequalities in
Muslim society. [20]
8 (a) Describe the distinctive features of:

(i) a Muslim marriage ceremony

(i) a Muslim funeral. [12]

(b) How far do these observances express the principles of early Islam? [8]

9 (a) Outline any four ways in which a Muslim’s daily living embodies the example of the Prophet
Muhammad. [12]

(b) How would a Muslim explain the principle of commanding good and prohibiting wrong?  [8]

Section D

10 By what means can the fundamental teachings of Islam be made fresh as new situations arise?

[20]

11 Explain the difference between the Sunnah and the Qur’an for legal purposes. [20]
12 (a) Write an account of the legal principles of consensus (jjima‘) and analogy (giyas). [12]
(b) How easily can they be put into practice in Muslim societies today? [8]
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